
Alton Ramble 
 
Whilst Alton is famous for the Watercress Line (and if you have kids/grand-kids, 
Thomas the Tank Engine) it also has some splendid pubs. Tony Davis, previous 
North Surrey CAMRA Chairman, Pubs Officer, Beer Score Co-ordinator and all 
round activist, moved their last year. In January Richard Snell and I paid him a visit, 
and started imbibing when we had a 20 minute connection at Ash Vale; OK, we 
were imbibing tea and sausage sandwiches at the nearby Carriages Cafe, and very 
nice too.  
 
After arriving at Alton Station we made our way to the George, a Grade II listed 
building which has been a pub since 1745. This has been tastefully smartened up 
inside, and Hop Art Pale Ale, Irving Type 42, Lamplight Porter, Flack Manor Hedge 
Hop, and Gooden Gold were on the bar. A great range, all from Hampshire I believe, 
and all in good nick. The food offering looked delicious, but we bravely moved on to 
the Ivy House, a cavernous nearby Wetherspoons made up of a Grade II listed 
building linked to a more modern building by a glazed atrium. Well maybe we 
peaked early, as it has to be said range of ales was a little disappointing. The only 
two ales in addition to regular Abbot, Ruddles and Doom Bar (which were on two 
pumps each) were Lamplight Porter and Hogsback Nirvana.   
 
We moved on to the Kings Head, which is rather tucked away and undergoing 
refurbishment, but still open. Courage Best, Upham’s Winters T’Ale and Longdog 
Golden Poacher were on here. We strolled up to the historic Eight Bells (Tony never 
said anything about hills) which dates from 1640, and faces St.Lawrence Church, on 
the site of the Civil War Battle of Alton. A quiet pub with an oak beamed interior, and 
Doom Bar, Cotleigh Snowy and Triple fff Alton’ Pride on the Bar. This is where we 
sprang our surprise on Tony, by asking the landlady Sandy to present him with our 
‘North Surrey Camra Campaigner of the Decade' Award. Tony was taken 
completely by surprise, and it made the whole trip worthwhile; OK the beer helped.  
 
We next popped into the Bakers Arms a town centre local on the High Street, where 
Ringwood Best (OK Razor Back) and Doom Bar were on offer. We then moved on 
to the last pub of our visit, the Railway Arms. Close by the station and owned by 
Triple fff, this featured several of their beers including Alton’s Pride, Comfortably 
Numb, Forbidden Fruit, Pressed Rat & Warthog, and Moondance. Guest ale 
wasRed Cat Huehuetenango, no idea how you pronounce that.  
 
Those who know Alton better than I will probably say we missed out some crackers; 
I wouldn’t know, but I’ll be going back to find out. 
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